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At the end of the introduction to his book, Change the World: Recovering the MESSAGE and MISSION of 

Jesus, Mike Slaughter, Lead Pastor of Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church writes: 
 

The business of the church is to engage and empower disciples of Jesus in meeting the needs 

and closing the gaps of disparities for the least of these.  The world will see the relevancy of the 

gospel when the people of Jesus fully embrace and live the biblical mandate to live like Jesus.  

John Wesley called it the demonstration of “social holiness”….  Let’s … begin to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus in our homes, our communities, and the outermost places of the world.  It is time 

for the church to rediscover and reclaim the message and mission of Jesus! 
 

On June 5, United Methodists across our Conference will make and IMPACT on our communities with the 

love of Jesus Christ as we become the hands and feet of Christ seeking to meet the needs of others.  In the 

Albemarle District, projects are being planned by local churches; in Anson, Stanly, and Union Counties; and 

through a “Mobilepack” event at Mineral Springs UMC, coordinated through Feed My Starving Children, to 

package meals for the people of Haiti.   

 

Our goal is for people from each congregation in the district to be in ministry on June 5.  Then in worship on 

Sunday, June 6, we invite you to celebrate the lives that were touched and the ways God worked through 

you to make a difference in our world.  We will further celebrate our impact on western North Carolina at 

Annual Conference which begins the following week. 

 

For more information, please check out the website:  www.ImpactAlbemarle.org or our District Impact 

Coordinator, Rev. Mark Weekley. 
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If you need ideas for projects, please get in touch with our county coordinators:  Rev. Paul McClure (Anson), 

Rev. Lanny Lancaster (Stanly), or Rev. Kim Higgins (Union).   They will also be happy to facilitate having your 

mission events added to the website so that other interested persons can join you in serving. 

 

A limited number of Impact t-shirts are available through the District Office for those who did not place pre-

orders by April 26.  These will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

From now until June 5, we invite you to pray for this demonstration of “social holiness.”   Along with this 

newsletter, you will find reproducible prayer cards which can be duplicated, cut, and distributed to your 

congregation.  

 

I am confident that the churches of the Albemarle District have not forgotten the mission and ministry of 

Jesus.  You live that out in a variety of ways every day.  At the same time, I am excited about the power of 

connecting with our brothers and sisters across the conference to demonstrate to the world our 

commitment to live like Jesus.  I look forward to hearing the stories of the impact that was made in your 

homes, communities, and even in the outmost places of the world. 

Amy 

Clergy Spouses Luncheon at Annual Conference 
 

Clyde Central Church, Saturday, June  11 – 1.   

We will have a bus at conference to transport to luncheon and back. 

 

Facebook has a page for the Luncheon:   

Luncheon for WNCC Clergy Spouses 

Union County Classic 
4-Man Scramble Golf Tournament 
Sponsored by Stallings UMC,  

United Methodist Men 
Proceeds used for local, national and international missions. 

A Clergy Gathering and Farewell Luncheon for Moving Pastors will be held on Tuesday, May 11 at A Clergy Gathering and Farewell Luncheon for Moving Pastors will be held on Tuesday, May 11 at A Clergy Gathering and Farewell Luncheon for Moving Pastors will be held on Tuesday, May 11 at A Clergy Gathering and Farewell Luncheon for Moving Pastors will be held on Tuesday, May 11 at 

1:00 pm at the Hilltop Restaurant, 1602 East Roosevelt Boulevard, Monroe, NC 28112  ( 704 )  1:00 pm at the Hilltop Restaurant, 1602 East Roosevelt Boulevard, Monroe, NC 28112  ( 704 )  1:00 pm at the Hilltop Restaurant, 1602 East Roosevelt Boulevard, Monroe, NC 28112  ( 704 )  1:00 pm at the Hilltop Restaurant, 1602 East Roosevelt Boulevard, Monroe, NC 28112  ( 704 )  
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Dear, Sir or Madam, 
 
Hospice of Stanly County, a non-profit organization is soliciting corporate and individual sponsors to support 
our Sixth Annual Charity Bass Fishing Tournament, to be held May 8, 2010.  This event will take place on 
Badin Lake in Stanly County, NC. All proceeds from this tournament will go to Hospice of Stanly County and 
will be used to help offset the cost of indigent patient care and help with expenses for our bereavement and 
volunteer programs. Part of the mission of Hospice of Stanly County is to offer quality end-of-life care to all 
persons with terminal illness, regardless of their ability to pay.  This sets Hospice of Stanly County apart from 
other hospice groups serving our local community. 
 
 Hospice of Stanly County very much relies on the support we receive from corporations and individuals to 
make sure that we can continue to provide the best end-of-life care and support to folks in our community af-
fected by terminal illness.  This type of financial support funds bereavement care programs for hospice fami-
lies and our community at large. Without this support, our efforts and outreach would be significantly dimin-
ished. Volunteers are a vital part of the work that we do, the projects they coordinate, and the outreach they 
aspire to. Our many talented volunteers provide invaluable service that helps to offset staffing needs. Yet 
there is still a great financial need.   
 
 We are asking for your support of this tournament and your support of hospice as we solicit funds to guaran-
tee the prize money for the tournament participants.  This event has proven to be successful with setting new 
records each year. Last year we had over 130 fishermen from all parts of North Carolina and South Caro-
lina.  Please consider this growing event as an opportunity for advertising. We appreciate your willingness to 
participate in this endeavor.  
 
Any amount of donation would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Donations may be sent to:   

Hospice of Stanly County  
960 North First St. 
Albemarle, NC 28001 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Tonya Smith 
Development Director 
 
 

 

 

Hospice of Stanly County 
960 North First St. 
Albemarle, NC 28001 
704-983-4216 or 1-800-230-4236 
Fax: 704-983-6662 
Email: tsmith@hospiceofstanly.org 
www.hospiceofstanly.org 

Connecting Hearts Ministry 
Connecting Hearts Through the Love of Christ 

“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send?’”  (Isaiah 6:8) 
 

Are you looking for a special meaning or purpose for your life?  We have a huge mission field in our own 
backyards.  By 2040, the 2.2. million residents in Nursing Homes or Adult Care Facilities will grow into an 
anticipated 5.3 million.  These residents sit waiting their last days and hours here on earth, and many of them 
wonder …“I’m here.  Does anyone care?” 
 

Lisa Furr, a member of Bethel UMC in Albemarle has established a website to assist churches in starting a 
ministry with these facilities:  www.connectingheartsministry.org.  She is also available to come speak to 
your UMW, Nurture Committee, or other groups that might have a passion for adopting a resident or an 
entire care facility. 
 

A current need is for a group to provide a worship service on Sundays at Spring Arbor in Albemarle.  For 
more information, please check the website. 



Dear Friend in Ministry, 
  
Could your volunteer ministries use a fresh start? Are you thinking this is the year you commit to leading your volunteers 
even more effectively? If so, LifeServe National Conference is the place for you.  
  
At LifeServe, you'll discover how to recruit, refresh, and reignite your church volunteers--and the lives they touch. 
  

LifeServe National Conference 2010 
September 29th - October 1st 

Hyatt Regency Columbus 
Columbus, Ohio 

You'll learn from our nationally renowned keynote speakers Harvey Carey, Debi Nixon, and Alan Hirsch.

 
• Pick from hundreds of workshops and focused learning conversations led by volunteer leadership experts such 

as Sue Mallory, Erik Rees, and Don Cousins.  
• Leave with effective, practical plans that empower you for change. 
• And best of all, rub shoulders with other leaders who make leading volunteers their top priority.   

  
Don't delay--register today! Our spring, Early Bird Special of $250/person ends at midnight on March 31st.  
  
Questions? Visit LifeServe.group.com or call 1.800.267.9040. 
  
See you in Columbus! 
  
Tim Willms 
 LifeServe National Conference, Director 
  
P.S. You automatically save an additional 10% off the base registration price when you bring a team of 3 or more from 
your church.  

This is going to be an awesome conference. If you know of anyone who is interested, they can 
get a discount by contacting the District Office.  I will be taking Central’s 25 passenger bus if 
anyone would like to catch a ride. We have 10 going from Central so there is still plenty of 
room. 
 

Grace, 
Dr. J. Matthew Burton, Jr. 



2010 Annual Conference —  June 11-13 — Lake Junaluska 
 

Attn: Clergy —It is the duty of every member and all probationers (provisionals) and local pastors 
of the annual conference to attend its sessions...Any such person unable to attend shall report by 
letter (email acceptable) to the conference secretary, setting forth the reason for the absence. 
Should any ordained minister in active serve be absent from the session of the annual conference 
without a satisfactory reason for the absence, the matter shall be referred by the conference 
secretary to the Board of Ordained Ministry.  (2008 Book of Discipline, para.602.8).  In the event 
you are in active service and unable to attend, please send written excuse to Rev. Kim Ingram, 
Conference Secretary, PO Box 18005, Charlotte, NC 28218 or kingram@wnccumc.org . 
 

 
The Program and Reports pre-conference publication will be available only by electronic download 
this year. Annual Conference delegates are encouraged to read and review the document and only 
print the sections which you need to bring to annual conference. All petitions will be published in the 
supplement, as well as the schedule and other relevant information. The supplement will be 
distributed at annual conference to all delegates in printed form. The Program and Reports book will 
be available on the conference website by mid-May, http://www.wnccumc.org/ac10/10ac.htm . When 
the book is available online, it will be reported in the weekly e-news. District offices will assist anyone 
who cannot print what they need. 

 Rev. Vernon Tyson will speak at Central United Methodist Church, 801 Hayne St. on 
May 15, at 4:00pm. Rev. Tyson will reflect on his experiences as a North Carolina Methodist 
pastor as it relates to race and politics. He is the father of Dr. Tim Tyson, author of the best-
selling novel “Blood Done Sign My Name” that was made into a film. The film was released 
on Feb. 19, 2010. At that time, Rev. Tyson was the senior pastor of Oxford’s Methodist Church 
in Greenville County. The book focuses on the racially motivated murder and shows the chal-
lenges that Rev. Tyson had with his congregations, especially when he invited the President 
from A & T College to be a guest speaker at his church.   
 Rev. Tyson earned his undergraduate degree in religion and history from Gilford Col-
lege. Three of his brothers as well as Rev. Tyson graduated from Duke Divinity School.  All 
five of his brothers were United Methodist pastors.  After graduating from Duke Divinity 
School in 1957, civil rights became the dominant theme in his ministry. He served in several 
position in the North Carolina Conference including, pastorates at Raleigh Edenton Street 
United Methodist Church and University UMC Chapel Hill and served on the North Carolina 
Council of Churches as Chair of its Commission on Social Ministries.     
 This event is a joint effort by Central United Methodist Church, A Few Good Men, Inc. 
and Langford Chapel CME Church. For more information, please contact Robert Heath at  
704-882-5651.       



Responding to the Mississippi Tornadoes  
  Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. -- Galatians 6:2   

 
From Bishop Hope Morgan Ward:  Robert Sharp, Director of Disaster Response Ministries will work 
with Steve Casteel and Wayne Napier to set up a system of receiving and assigning volunteers, 
identifying and supporting host churches, identifying warehouse space, and planning for long-range 
recovery.  
 
Remember the wisdom in disaster response.  The emergency phase  -- search and rescue -- continues for 
10 times the length of the storm.  The response phase -- cleaning up and securing homes with tarps -- 
continues for 10 times the emergency phase.  The recovery phase -- rebuilding homes -- continues for 10 
times the response phase. By this formula, we are in the response phase and anticipate the recovery phase 
to extend into the coming years.  
 

• Clean-up teams are needed immediately. (Contact Wayne Napier, Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator at wbnapier@live.com)   

• Work teams are needed over the next 18 months as we move into the rebuilding phase of 
recovery. 

• Offerings can be sent immediately to the Conference Treasurer and marked "2010 Tornado 
Recovery."  

• Soon the Disaster Response call center will be operating with toll free numbers for volunteering 
and for requesting help. Until that time you may call 601-354-0515, ext. 21 to volunteer your help 
in any of these ways. 

Golden Cross 
    

     The ministry of Golden Cross continues to make a difference in the lives of families of our churches 
who are overwhelmed with medical bills.  Many of these families are “trying make it” while experiencing 
work layoffs, limited income, and often little or no insurance. 
 
    Golden Cross is a shared compassionate ministry through which people of our churches can reach out 
with financial assistance to one another.  Every dollar given goes go to a family of our churches strug-
gling to pay medical costs and who sometimes forego medical attention because they cannot afford it.  I 
invite and encourage every pastor to invite his or her parishioners to give to assist these United Meth-
odists families of our churches.  These voluntary gifts and offerings are the strength of this ministry! 
 
    The first Sunday of May (May 2) is the traditional Golden Cross Sunday.  However, another Sunday 
may be chosen if more appropriate for your church schedule, hopefully another Sunday in May.  Half-
page bulletin inserts and two-fold brochures are available. These can be down-loaded in color or black 
and white from the “resources” posted on the Conference Golden Cross website, 
www.wnccumc.org/mis/goldencross.htm. 
 
    Important please, don’t just place inserts in your bulletins but also take a couple of 
minutes to highlight and encourage this offering.  Questions?  Call 704-882-7640 or 
e-mail a.g.ford@att.net.   In advance, thank you for enabling this ministry of compassion 
reach out to struggling families of our churches. 



PREPARE/ENRICH TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP 
May 21, 2010 

Pfeiffer University, Charlotte Campus, Charlotte, NC   
 

The Training Seminar begins at 9:00 am and concludes at 4:00pm  
(Lunch will be on your own) 

 
The PREPARE/ENRICH Certification Workshop is designed to help facilitators learn how to administer 
PREPARE/ENRICH and provide feedback to premarital and married couples using six core and over 20 
supplemental exercises.   
 
The PREPARE/ENRICH Resource Kit includes: 
 

•  Resource Guide – your basic reference for the workshop and the PREPARE/ENRICH Materials 
•  Sample Reports – see what Facilitators and Couples receive when the assessment is 
 Complete 
•  Couple’s Workbook – contains over 20 feedback exercises to be used with couples as they review their 

assessment results and build on their relationship strengths 
•  Two Training DVDs – sample couple exercises and the entire workshop for participants to review 
•  Facilitator’s Manual on CD – in-depth background material on PREPARE/ENRICH’s scientific 

foundations, administration, and application 
•  A complimentary scoring credit ($29.95 value) 

 
AUDIENCE: Clergy and Professional Counselors are invited to attend this one-day workshop, where you will 
learn to administer and interpret the Prepare/Enrich Inventories to couples you are counseling. It has proven to 
save pastors and therapists time (you can learn more in one session than you can three or four regular sessions.) 
It is also clinically sound and will identify those couples who may need further counseling. The materials are 
designed to assist couples in developing and building a lifelong marriage. (Log on to www.prepare-enrich.com for 
more information) 
 
INSTRUCTOR:   Bob Nations, D.Min, will lead the training and certification. Bob is the Associate Minister of 
Counseling and Congregational Care at Centenary United Methodist Church.  He is an ordained United 
Methodist Minister, Marriage and Family Counselor and Counseling Educator. He holds a doctorate in Marriage 
and Family Counseling and has administered the Prepare/Enrich inventories for thirteen years in couples 
counseling, premarital preparation, and marriage enrichment. 
 
Mail registration to:   Dr. Bob Nations   Registration deadline is: May 11, 2010 

646 West Fifth Street 
Winston-Salem, NC 27101  Contact information:  Dr. Bob Nations 

         Centenary United Methodist Church 
Make Payment to: Dr. Bob Nations in the amount of: $170  (336) 397-1354; bnations@centenary-ws.org 
  
 

 
Your Name   

Occupation   

Position in Church/

Organization 
  

Church/Organization   

Address   

City, State, Zip   

Daytime Phone   

Email   



MILLION MEAL MISSION 
 
As a result of the January 2010 earthquake that devastated Haiti, several men 
in the Charlotte area began to earnestly pray and seek God’s guidance on how 
folks in this area could make a difference. 
The result was the creation of the Million Meal Mission – an effort that seeks to pack a total of 
1,000,000 meals in the local Charlotte area that will nutritionally benefit the kids of Haiti and other 
impoverished nations in the western hemisphere. 
 
Hunger is not prejudiced toward any particular sect or creed. In addition to our working to provide 
sustenance to those with a physical hunger for food, the “Million Meal Mission” hopes to develop 
long-lasting relationships among God’s children in this community as we serve together. 
 
We have partnered with the “Feed My Starving Children” organization, various church congregations 
and local business / civic organizations in the Charlotte area and have undertaken the challenge of 
packing these meals during the following three packing events: 
 
  June 2nd – 5th:  Mineral Springs UMC – Mineral Springs, NC 
  June 16th – 19th:  Harrison UMC – Pineville, NC 
  June 22nd – 25th:  Oasis Shrine Center - Charlotte, NC 
 
Feed My Starving Children has developed a food mixture that is: 

• nutritionally sound 
• easy / safe to transport 
• simple to make with only boiling water 
• culturally acceptable worldwide. 

 
The mixture includes rice, extruded soy nuggets for protein, various vitamins / minerals / flavorings, 
and dehydrated vegetables. This food mixture will be brought in bulk via tractor trailer to each of the 
packing events but will need to be broken down, assembled, and packed into small quantities for 
distribution to hungry children. 
 
In order to pull off this huge event, we need to recruit large numbers of volunteers (1,750 two-hour 
volunteer shifts per event) and we need to raise about $60,000 per event to cover the cost of the bulk food 
product (approx 17¢ per meal). And that is where YOU can help. We would ask for your 
assistance in three ways – 
 

• Help spread the word 
 
• Volunteer – Go to www.millionmealmission.org to sign up (beginning May 3rd) 
 
• Contribute – Go to http://www.fmsc.org/ to donate. Please indicate “Event #1006-69” in the 

comment section to insure your money helps with the local effort. Feed My Starving Children is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit and all contributions are fully tax-deductible. Out of each dollar in 
contributions, over 94¢ goes directly to feeding programs. 

 
Any questions? Call a member of the Steering Committee ~ Dan Bucholtz – (704) 882-7655  
Phil Cauthen - (704) 756-0511 ~ Mitch Wilson - (704) 517-1809 ~ Ron Sheppard - (704) 541-2659 



5-7  James Allred 

5-7  Paul Bell 

5-10  Tony Allen 

5-10  Daniel Powell 

5-11  Jim Chrisawn 

5-30  Bruce Gwyn 

5-31  Erin Yow 

    AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    

5-1 Duane & Fay Ivey 

5-8 Aubrey & Gail Whitley 

5-17 Stephen & Reina Phillippi 

5-23 Dana & Patricia McKim 

5-23 Bart & Helen Milleson 

5-30 Michael & Donna Shuford 

5-31 Harrsion & Wanda Hinson 

 Calendar of events for May 
 

May 4  DCOM for those persons being notified by letter 
May 6  Union Bag Lunch TBA 12:00 to 2:00 pm  
May 6  Vital Partners Event, Blair Road UMC, 7:00-8:30pm 
May 16-21  Five Day Academy for Spiritual Formation, Camp Caraway, Asheboro 
May 24-26  Amy at Cabinet 
May 31 Office Closed– Memorial Day 
 
Upcoming Events 
June 5  IMPACT Community Event 
June 11-13 Western North Carolina Conference 
June 18-19 United Methodist Women Spiritual Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska 
August 9-12 Cabinet Retreat 
 
 
Make sure you check out Conference Calendar events scheduled throughout Western North Carolina Con-
ference @ http://www.wnccumc.org/Cal/calendar-events.htm  



This year on Sunday, June 20 don't give Dad the 
typical tie for Father's Day - give him a 

worthy tie to a Methodist mission. 

Honor your DAD by supporting UMAR Sunday - 
Disability Awareness Day! 

Here's how... 
Invoke the "Power of  3" to celebrate your Dad with D.A.D.! 

1. D isability - fundraise with UMAR as a mission 

2. A wareness - recognize people with disabilities in your community 

3. D ay - make a donation to UMAR in honor of  your father 

For other ways to celebrate Father's Day during UMAR Sunday, please contact 
Ruby Mossor at 704-408-3223 or RubyM@UMARinfo.com! 

UMAR 
Started in 1983 as a ministry of WNCC-UMC, UMAR supports adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities across western North Carolina. UMAR currently provides services to more than 24o adults 
through group homes, job opportunities and art programs. Find us online at www.UMARinfo.com! 


